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Abstract

This study analyzes the impact of urbanization rate, level of economic development,
domestic freedom of movement, and social factors such as religious characteristics on
the total fertility rate (TFR), using panel data from 181 countries between 1981 and
2021. By employing key independent variables including the urbanization rate, the log
of GDP per capita, an internal mobility freedom index, and a country—level religious
concentration indicator, and utilizing the dynamic panel data estimation technique
System GMM, the study controls for endogeneity issues and fixed effects. The
analysis finds that urbanization rate has a statistically significant negative effect on
fertility rate, while religious characteristics and economic factors have significant
positive effects. In contrast, the internal mobility freedom index is found to be
statistically insignificant, a result that runs counter to some previous literature. Through
global panel data, this study contributes to understanding the low—fertility issue in its
social context and to exploring policy response directions.
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